












THE LAUNCH OF The Prince Philip Gordonstoun Foundation Peter Green - Principal, Gordonstoun 
The launch of The Prince Philip Gordonstoun Foundation was a landmark 

moment in Gordonstoun's illustrious history. Since its inception in 

1955, the Gordonstoun Foundation has supported and helped hundreds 

of students who would otherwise not have been able to afford to attend 

the school. 

However, the demands on its resources are greater than ever, and 

fundraising has not kept pace. As a result, the School funds most of the 

bursarial support from its annual income. 

Our commitment to supporting children from a wider socio-economic 

group is one of Gordonstoun’s founding principles. As one of Kurt Hahn’s 

‘Seven Laws of Salem’, Hahn stressed the need for those with privilege to 

‘share the experiences of an enthralling school life with sons and daughters 

of those who have to struggle for their existence’. He added that no school 

‘can build up a tradition of self-discipline and vigorous but joyous 

endeavour’ unless at least 30 per cent of children are from less privileged 

backgrounds.

Our commitment to having a diverse group of students that thrive 

together is what makes Gordonstoun so unique. For the past 90 years, we 

are proud to have remained true to this commitment and today around a 

third of students benefit from bursarial support.

It is fitting that the Foundation is now named after one of our most well-known 

former students, the 11th student to walk through the school’s doors following 

our formation in 1934. We are honoured that His Royal Highness The Prince 

Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, agreed to give his name to the Foundation, putting 

our bursary programme in a global spotlight. 

By inviting your support for the Foundation, our aim is for even more students 

to benefit from a unique Gordonstoun education. Our target for The Prince 

Philip Foundation is to grow the fund so it is sustainable in the long-term to 

replace the support currently given from annual School income. This is an 

ambitious target, and one which will take some time to achieve. But we are 

certain we can achieve it with the support of the whole school community.  

In the coming pages we outline the impact that bursarial support can and is 

having on our young people past and present. We also explain how we aim to 

grow The Prince Philip Gordonstoun Foundation to achieve our financial target. 

My vision is to take Gordonstoun ‘back to the future’ by fully embracing the 

principles of Kurt Hahn. 

We hope that on learning more about The Prince Philip Gordonstoun 

Foundation you will want to become part of this fulfilling journey which will 

change the lives of hundreds of young people for ever.
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